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Simcoe County faces huge growth pressures. Given that existing developments are already

severely stressing Lake Simcoe and its watershed, the proposed tripling of the area’s popula-

tion is an environmental nonstarter.

The good news is that thanks to the persistent work of Campaign Lake Simcoe, the province

has created the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan as an attempt to restore the health of the Lake

Simcoe watershed. The Plan sets targets for natural cover restoration and protection and limits

on phosphorus inputs into the lake. The problem is that it grandfathered projects like the Big

Bay Point mega-marina, a development proposal that would carve a 30-acre hole into the

Lake Simcoe shoreline. It is also undermined by the Ontario government’s Simcoe Area:

A Strategic Vision for Growth, a sprawl-friendly document that would set the stage for

massive development in the Lake Simcoe watershed.

Ultimately, the Greenbelt should be extended into all of Simcoe County. Developments should also

be evaluated based on the “survival of the greenest” principle, wherein approvals would go to

the projects with the smallest ecological footprints.

Prince Edward County

The local agricultural community of Prince

Edward County is flourishing. Its producers

and regional cuisine are considered leaders in

the sustainable food movement. Its wineries are

gaining favourable recognition. Until very

recently, the pace of development in Prince

Edward County was manageable, and the

Prince Edward County Official Plan protected

its agricultural and environmental features

adequately. Today, Prince Edward County is at

risk of being overwhelmed by poorly-planned,

piecemeal developments that threaten its

woodlots, wetlands, species at risk and

agricultural viability as a region.

The 1,043 km2 island, with an amazing 800 km

of shoreline, is very desirable to developers. As

one example of an ongoing dispute, Friends of East Lake currently have an OMB appeal against

the Municipality of Prince Edward County over a rezoning decision to approve a 237 seasonal

cottage development on the shoreline of East Lake, an area that should be protected from

urban uses. The development is the largest of its kind in the area’s history. Prince Edward County,

with its rich culture, and prime agricultural and natural heritage areas is just as deserving of

Greenbelt protection as Niagara and Simcoe Counties.

Prince Edward County –

shores of Sandbanks Provincial Park.
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Paris Galt Moraine

This geological feature extends

from the towns of Delhi and Simcoe

in the southwest to the village of

Erin in the northeast. The moraine

(really a belt of interconnected

small hills) is approximately 6.5 to

8 km wide and features landforms

such as eskers and drumlins and a

hummocky topography. A small

part of the northeastern section of

the moraine complex lies within the

existing Greenbelt area but the

remainder is unprotected.

The City of Guelph, which is dependent on groundwater for its supply of drinking water, is

currently developing a Water Supply Master Plan in order to ensure adequate supplies are

available to satisfy population growth projections over the next 50 years. To meet the

increased demand for water supply, the Water Supply Master Plan outlines the possibility of

siting new wells outside the boundaries of the City of Guelph. One of the identified alternatives

is to take additional water from the Amabel aquifer, which lies under, and is fed by, the Paris

Galt Moraine. Additionally, the County of Wellington completed a detailed Groundwater

Protection Study in 2006 that led to proposed amendments to its Official Plan, specifically

with regard to wellhead protection areas. The Groundwater Protection Study also recommended

that development be prohibited “on the moraine system that would diminish recharge function

and/or impair quality.9”

As a result of its desire to safeguard its water supply, the City of Guelph is investigating options

for the protection of the Paris Galt Moraine.

Agricultural Land in Markham

Local agriculture is an essential piece of the tradition and landscape of the Town of Markham.

In fact, the Town of Markham contains some of the most productive farmland in all of Canada.

However, despite the importance of such prime agricultural soil, Markham is losing its farmland

faster than any other municipality across the Greater Toronto Area.9

Farmland throughout the region is being paved over and replaced with low-density housing

at an alarming rate. Between 2001 and 2006, Markham lost 43% of its remaining farmland.10

As seen across the Greater Toronto Area, unchecked urban sprawl leads to gridlock and greater

pollution. In Markham, sprawl continues to threaten the Rouge watershed, which is already

showing signs of stress due to land use practices.

Boyd Park is home to a number of threatened or
endangered plants and animals.
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There is hope.

Markham Council is currently

considering the creation of a

“Foodbelt”. This innovative

proposal would protect 2,000

hectares of irreplaceable

agricultural lands. It would also

ensure the protection of the

middle and upper reaches of

the Rouge watershed, including

more than 17 tributaries,

headwaters and small streams.

Brant County

There is serious leapfrog

development pressure in

Brant County.

Proposals for two new highways are driving land speculation. As the County completes a

review of its Official Plan, councilors and staff are being pressured by developers, landbankers

and some farmers to allow sprawl development

Brantford is also considering annexing prime farmland from Brant County. The community

group, Sustainable Brant, has been lobbying for Brantford to “grow up, not out”. In addition

the County is now in an OMB hearing regarding an approval by its council to allow

development next to the edge of Brantford. The Province wants this land protected for the

424 corridor, while Sustainable Brant wants this prime farmland to form a “countryside line”

to stop sprawl like that in Waterloo.

QUARRIES

The Greenbelt Plan offers protection to natural heritage and hydrologic features, yet it permits

applications to develop aggregate quarries – including those extracting below the water table.

Though source water protection should be a priority, both inside the Greenbelt and out, these

quarries provide a direct pathway to the aquifer. They remove quality filtration material, pump

millions of litres of water daily through dewatering, and involve activities like on-site fuel storage

that may risk source water. Rehabilitation of closed sites as landfills, even when flooded to lakes,

can create surface to groundwater issues. The engineering works, proposed by these quarries, to

mitigate their unacceptable impacts will require maintenance and operability in perpetuity.

Girl Guides plant a white pine tree.
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The Greenbelt is challenged in other significant ways by quarry operation. Farmland, which is to

be preserved and actively farmed under the Plan, is permanently lost. Species at risk and their

habitats are threatened. Natural features are negatively impacted, or scarred forever, and wildlife

and ecological corridors are severed.

A large number of quarries are proposed for the Greenbelt. They include:

• James Dick proposes to extract up to 2.5 million tonnes annually of crushed stone from

the Rockfort Farm. An important and well known natural and wildlife area, the site is

located in an environmentally sensitive headwater area in Caledon, between the hamlets

of Terra Cotta and Belfountain, adjacent to the Greenbelt.

• Nelson Aggregates plans a 200 acre quarry on the sensitive Mount Nemo plateau in

Burlington, part of the Niagara Escarpment, and a UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve.

Mount Nemo is a source water recharge area with over 20 tributaries originating on

top of it and along its slopes, including the headwaters of Grindstone and Bronte Creeks.

• St Marys Cement proposes to extract up to 3 million tonnes annually from the Greenbelt

Natural Heritage System in Flamborough. The site, nestled within Significant Woodlands

and Provincially Significant Wetlands, sits within the 2 year Time of Travel Wellhead

Protection Area and the significant recharge area, for the groundwater-based municipal

drinking water system for the community of Carlisle, in the City of Hamilton.

• The Norval Shale Quarry has been proposed for development in one of the rare

remaining natural areas in Brampton. The quarry would be in the Greenbelt, and

would impact the creeks and tributaries of the Credit River watershed, a narrow but

important wildlife corridor.

UNNECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE

Highway extensions and power generators are both examples of infrastructure that are tearing

holes in the Greenbelt. Poorly planned and narrowly focused infrastructure projects are threat-

ening the health of forests and wetlands in the Greenbelt and taking over some of the

province’s most productive agricultural land.

The Ontario Power Authority has given the go-ahead to the construction of a 393 MW gas-fired

generator on a flood plain in the Lake Simcoe watershed, directly adjacent to the Holland Marsh,

in the protected countryside of Ontario’s Greenbelt. Originally, the stated “need” for the plant

was to meet peak time demands of a growing York Region and to supply the Ontario grid.

However, the necessity of the plant must be revisited. Since the project was launched, total

energy consumption in Ontario - including in peak times - has declined and future structural

growth in the province is forecasted to be in less energy-intensive sectors.
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Furthermore, there are a number of concerns about the true environmental impact of the

generator. The site was subject to an Environmental Assessment no more rigorous than is

required for an emergency 5MW generator and there was no consideration of alternatives. As

well, the project’s Environmental Assessment was done in a piecemeal fashion (e.g. separate

assessments were done for the generator and the new 15 km high pressure gas pipeline that

will feed the generator) so no clear understanding of the total impact of the entire project is

available.

Plans to put a power plant directly on top of Ontario’s “salad bowl” region, known for its

production of fresh local foods, are questionable at best.

There also remain a number of proposals for highway expansions that will have a severe impact

on the overall health of the Greenbelt. Current proposals include: the 404 north extension, which

would severely impact the Maskinonge River; the eastward extension of the 407, which would

pave over prime agricultural lands and fragile watershed; the Niagara Mid-Peninsula Highway,

which would have a direct impact on the Niagara Escarpment; and the GTA East-West Corridor,

which would essentially encourage sprawl and leapfrog development.

The Mount Nemo plateau is part of the Greater Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt and a UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve.
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While it is understood that there will be infrastructure development to accommodate our

growing population, greater emphasis needs to be brought to bear on improving public

transportation and preserving the Greenbelt's natural corridors, which cannot survive the

impact of new or expanding highways.

3: Looking Ahead

The last five years have proven that the Greenbelt is indispensable for improving Ontarians'

quality of life. In a relatively short time, Greenbelt legislation has curbed sprawl, protected

green spaces and preserved and bolstered agricultural land in southern Ontario.

Beyond the legislation, the Greenbelt has become a place where Ontarians hike, cycle, bird

watch, paddle and access local foods.

While the Greenbelt is arguably one of the best in the world, with some more work, it can

be better. Many of the threats that prompted the Greenbelt’s creation persist. Communities

and ecosystems within, and adjacent to, the Greenbelt are still in danger due to poor development

and misuse.

To ensure the long-term effectiveness and protection of the Greenbelt, it is essential to consider

the prevailing threats in the context of the big picture and to make policy changes that will

support protected ecosystems, healthy communities and strong industries.

Growth

When the Greenbelt was created five years ago, many observers warned that it was not quite

big enough to accomplish the primary goal that the government set for it: the containment

of poorly-planned, low density, urban “sprawl”. In southern Simcoe County, in Guelph, in Kitchener-

Waterloo and the County of Brant, development is now “leapfrogging” over the Greenbelt. In

addition, important natural and agricultural areas in the so-called “whitebelt”, to the south of

the Greenbelt, were left out when the Greenbelt was created.

Thankfully, the opportunity to “grow the Greenbelt” has not been lost. There is still time to

extend the Greenbelt westwards to encompass the Paris Galt Moraine, Brant and Wellington

Counties and Waterloo Region, northwards to protect that portion of southern Simcoe County

that is not subject to the recently adopted Lake Simcoe Protection Act, and eastwards to the

burgeoning agricultural and local food landscape of Prince Edward County. There remains

the exciting opportunity to physically connect the Greenbelt to Lake Ontario through the

wooded valley systems that criss-cross our urban centres. As of this writing, community groups
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throughout the Greenbelt are work-

ing through their local governments

to trigger official Greenbelt growth

applications to the provincial govern-

ment. Active efforts are ongoing in

Guelph, Oakville, Markham, Brant,

Mississauga, Toronto and Prince

Edward County, with more expected

throughout 2010 (see the map at

the start of this report).

It is surely the most exciting and

tangible indicator of the Greenbelt’s

popularity with Ontarians that so

many people want to see it

expanded as soon as possible

within their communities. The

provincial government needs to

facilitate and expedite this process.

Agricultural Reforms

The Ontario Greenbelt contains

some of the most fertile agricultural

lands in all of Canada. This rich soil,

combined with the recent boost in

demand for local food, should

result in a healthy and

growing agricultural industry.

However, local farmers face continuing

challenges, including competition

from cheaply grown imports, poor

labeling systems and some unfair

taxation laws.

The growing consumer awareness

about the importance of buying

local foods needs to be bolstered

by necessary agricultural policy

changes that will support Ontario’s

farmers and ensure that they are

producing foods that are readily

available and competitively priced.



The provincial government should consider policies and practices relating to the region’s food

distribution systems. Changes to these systems could encourage more locally-grown food to

move through the Ontario Food Terminal and into large chain grocery distributors. As part of

this process, the government should consider the development of a regionally based market

system that would allow distributors to buy more regionally-grown food.

The government should take major strides to ensure that food origins are accurately and

clearly labeled. Importantly, the creation of local labeling efforts by local farm organizations

or collectives should be supported.

Lastly, the Ontario government should work with municipal governments and producers to

reform the current property tax policy as it pertains to “value added” and “value retention

agricultural activities.” It makes no sense at all that a farmer can grow apples, but if they

bake those apples into pies, and try to sell these at the farm gate, their taxes skyrocket to

punitive levels. This is not the way to build near-urban agriculture, and this significant problem is

easily fixed.

Aggregate Reforms

According to industry estimates, the GTA will use about 1.5 billion tonnes of aggregate over

the next 25 years.12 Without significant changes to the way we use cement and aggregates,

and locate new quarries, much of it will come from the Greenbelt.

In consideration of the severe effect that open pit mining is having on protected land within

the Greenbelt, the Ontario government needs to review and reform its current policies related

to aggregate extraction.

Until Ontario reconciles its priorities, between the protection of natural heritage features and

source water and the extraction of aggregates, and until the province modernizes its aggregates

laws and policies, there should be no new quarries, or quarry expansions in the Greenbelt.

The Ontario Greenbelt is home to some of the most fertile agricultural land in Canada.
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CONCLUSION

Farmlands, watersheds and other ecologically sensitive areas within the Greater Golden

Horseshoe have been preserved because of Greenbelt legislation.

Natural treasures, such as Boyd Park, Rouge Park, Duffins Rouge Agricultural Preserve and

North Leslie, remain intact as recreation areas, and essential habitats for a number of

Ontario’s threatened plants, animals and insects. Ontario’s agricultural community is

bolstered by a community of Greenbelt supporters, and growing awareness of the importance

of sustaining local foods sources. Urban sprawl that was rampant and uncontrolled five years

ago has been curbed in many places within the Greenbelt borders.

In the five years since its introduction, the groundbreaking legislation has had a tremendously

positive effect on the landscape of southern Ontario. On its Fifth Anniversary, the Greenbelt

should be celebrated and enhanced.

To strengthen the Greater Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt, the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance

recommends that:

• the Ontario government reform agricultural and taxation policies to make certain that

farming remains viable throughout the region;

• the Ontario government reform aggregate policies to lessen the environmental effects of

aggregate mining, and that a moratorium be put on aggregates in the Greenbelt until the

existing laws are modernized; and,

• municipal governments make requests to grow the Greenbelt in areas that continue

to be ecologically sensitive or susceptible to sprawl and the provincial government

expedite this growth.
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More than 80 groups are members of the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance. To view the list of
member groups, please visit www.greenbeltalliance.ca.
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